
              
                                 Hosford-Abernethy Neighborhood District Association  
                                                    Minutes, September 17, 2019 
 
Attendees.  Board:  Jon Adams, Phil Cox, Chris Eykamp, Paul Jaeger, Mark Linehan, 
Katie Mogensen, Sue Pearce, Jill Riebesehl, Michelle Sprague, Michael Wade, 
Charlene Zaharakis; Presenters:  Brooke Best and Fire & Rescue employees Lee Etten, 
Rob Hutchens, Daniel Johnson; Neighbors:  John Lewis, Linda Nettekoven, Christa 
Nicholas, Jess Quarles, Dennis Scheppe, Joanne Stainbrook, Harold Treinen, Kenny 
Werth  
  
Chris opened the meeting at 7 p.m. 
  
Fire & Rescue:  Lee Etten, captain of Portland Fire & Rescue Station 23, updated us 
on the staffing at the station, 2915 SE 13th Place. He distributed a handout with 
information and maps. Station 23 since June has only had a two-person per shift rescue 
medical unit and its charge is to respond to calls throughout the city, not just the SE 
neighborhoods assigned to it. Lee emphasized Station 23 is the most understaffed 
station in the city. The officers often find themselves too far away to help out here. He 
would like to increase staffing by maybe as many as six people. This would allow them 
to use the fire engine at the Gideon Street station. He said at present, our area could be 
hard-pressed to get adequate help when needed. At present, they do not carry enough 
water to handle any fire problem they are called to.  Accompanying Etten, who was 
off-duty, were two firefighters. Lieutenant Rob Hutchens, in order to explain some calls 
they get, described emergencies they have worked. Etten expressed concern by the 
lack of adequate staffing and said he is hoping to get support from our neighborhood in 
his efforts to increase personnel.  
  
Sue made a motion to write a letter supporting District 23 being to add at least two more 
firefighters a shift so as to make the fire engine usable. Michelle seconded. The vote 
was unanimous.  Sue said she'd write the letter, which would go to Commissioner 
JoAnn Hardesty, whose charge is Fire & Rescue, as well as others in the city.  Michelle 
moved that we ask Richmond, Brooklyn and Creston-Kenilworth neighborhoods if they 
would like to sign on.  Sue seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous in favor.  



  
Better Housing by Design:  Brooke Best asked for our support on two items in the 
Better Housing by Design package going before the City Council on Oct. 2.  One of the 
goals is to seismically upgrade old, brick unreinforced masonry apartment buildings in 
historic neighborhoods, some of which are in Ladd’s Addition. Saving the buildings 
preserves some of old Portland and also provides lower-cost housing.  
  
Michael moved, Sue seconded, to write a letter in support of allowing transfers of height 
allowances to other projects to help defray the cost of seismically upgrading URMs with 
a historic designation that are in the multifamily dwelling zones.  We also voted to 
support disallowing certain bonuses in the event a historic structure is demolished as an 
incentive to rehab rather than rebuild existing structures.  The vote was unanimous in 
favor.  
  
Rapid Response:  At a previous executive committee meeting, a motion passed to lend 
HAND's name to a proposed charette at St. Philip Neri for an Inner Powell Alliance 
proposed Powell Boulevard improvement effort.  Marc moved and Sue seconded a 
motion to accept. The motion passed.  However, the charette was called off.  
  
Consent Agenda: The board unanimously approved the Treasury Reports for July and 
August, the Executive Committee notes for June, July and August, and the July HAND 
board minutes.  
  
General discussions: Mark asked if he could put notice of the Global Climate Strike 
Sept. 20 on Hand announce.  Permission granted. Linda said there would be a followup 
with Travis Phillips of Catholic Charities and parents who expressed concerns at the 
May HAND annual meeting at a proposal involving low cost housing and perhaps more 
services on the St. Phil Neri campus. The meeting is set for Sept. 20. 
  
People discussed the status the proposed 3.96 code changes at City Hall that would 
affect neighborhood associations; possible big changes at the site of Holman's Funeral 
Home; and Sue mentioned that the Oregon Rail Heritage Center is moving ahead with 
installing the old turn table, which was saved when the locomotives were moved out of 
Brooklyn Yards.  The project manager sent an email inviting any neighborhood 
questions, concerns.  She replied with a request for any information about expected 
noise, traffic during installation, and invited comments from  
 
Chris adjourned the meeting at 9:08.  
 



 
 

HAND Executive Committee Meeting  
Notes, for Sept. 23, 2019 

 
Attending were Jon Adams, Chris Eykamp, Mark Linehan, Kim Nurmi, Jill Riebesehl, 
Michelle Sprague 
 
We gathered at Palio at 7:15 and tossed around ideas for possible agenda items for the 
October 15 board and future board meetings.  
 
Adjourned at 8:20.  
 
Jill R. reporting 

 


