
 

 
Karla Kingsley, PBOT 
 
July 18, 2020 
 
RE: Changes to Hawthorne Boulevard 
 
Dear Karla, 
 
The Hosford-Abernethy Neighborhood District Board (HAND) has discussed the outcomes we want to 
see on Hawthorne Boulevard as part of the upcoming repaving/restriping project.  
 
Our highest priority is safety.  This reflects the general feeling that cars travel at speeds that make 
crossing the street dangerous, especially where Hawthorne passes through HAND.  While we focused 
our comments on people crossing, some also expressed concerns that it could be difficult and 
dangerous to turn onto Hawthorne while driving.  We did not endorse any specific lane configuration, 
but I know PBOT is strongly favoring a 3 lane cross-section.  I realize PBOT regards this configuration 
as safer than the current arrangement, but this improvement would not in itself serve as an adequate 
substitute for enhanced crossings at bus stops and in areas of higher commercial activity. 
 
I want to take this opportunity to emphasize that while we endorsed slowing traffic speeds, it is 
important to do so in a way that does not divert traffic onto parallel routes or hinder emergency access 
along the corridor. 
 
The following items, presented in no particular order, were supported by a majority of board members; 
a few of the items, particularly those related to safer crossings and slower traffic speeds, were 
supported unanimously. 
 

● Protected crosswalks at all major crossings, and specifically at SE 23d, a location where we 
have been advocating for a crossing for the better part of a decade.  Install crossing beacons 
where appropriate to ensure people can cross safely. 

● Marked crosswalks at every bus stop -- these represent locations where transit users must 
cross Hawthorne daily. 

● Lower the speed limit to 20MPH where possible, and take measures to ensure that traffic travels 
at the posted speed limit, especially on the long downhill section between 30th and 12th, where 
vehicles currently travel considerably faster than what is safe. 
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● Maintain the current flow of people along the corridor, recognizing that a bus can carry more 
people than a number of automobiles.  

● Take measures to ensure that drivers are not pushed onto parallel residential routes, which are 
often used by cyclists and other non-motorized users. 

● Ensure that emergency vehicles have the same or greater ability to travel along the Hawthorne 
corridor. 

 
Hawthorne is a vital street to our neighborhood, and we believe the portion in HAND has long been 
neglected.  We are hoping this will change with this project, and we are looking forward to seeing your 
plans for the corridor. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Chris Eykamp 
Chair, Hosford Abernethy Neighborhood District 
 
 
 

 


