
Hosford-Abernethy Neighborhood Association
Board Meeting minutes

February 16, 2021

In Attendance were board members Bruce Bikle, Phil Cox (had to leave early), Chris
Eykamp, Karen Girard, Mark Linehan, Kim Nurmi, Jill Riebesehl, Michelle Sprague,
Michael Wade, Charlene Zaharakis,  and neighbors Linda Nettekoven, Kathleen Parker
and Rick Nunno

Hand Chair Chris Eykamp called the Zoom meeting to order at 7 PM.

Portable toilets: Kathleen detailed her experiences after a city-sponsored red portable
toilet was placed in front of her house without notice, her extensive efforts to locate the
responsible parties and in the end how the toilet was taken away without notice. A
discussion ensued. Chris suggested perhaps a good neighbor agreement with the city
around these placements.

Communication Funds: Charlene, our Southeast Uplift representative on its board,
updated us on communication funds available and some confusion with the relationship
between SEUL staff and board. Five percent cuts are projected across the city’s budget,
which may affect the budget of SEUL and HAND. A discussion followed, including the
fact that SEUL’s director Leroy Eadie was leaving the agency and returning to Spokane.

Announcements:
Sanctioned Camping: Chris updated on Rep. Rob Nosse’s efforts to initiate sanctioned
camping.  Linda mentioned the city’s ongoing important work on sheltering the
houseless continuum. Chris said he suggested to Rob that downtown parking garages,
empty now, might be possible sites.

City Commissioner Jo Ann Hardesty: Chris reminded us of a Zoom meeting with her
March 4th at 6:30 with southeast neighborhood associations and said he’d send out
emails with the contact info.



Hawthorne Blvd. at SE 23rd Ave:  Chris sees a glimmer of hope that HAND’s long
sought effort for a crosswalk at that dangerous intersection is in the new Hawthorne
Pave and Paint plan.

The Communications Budget: the proposed Communications Budget had been sent
out before the meeting. Phil asked for a summary of how the Communications Budget
has been spent in the past. Michelle replied for HAND's General Meeting in May,
National Night Out in August, the Street Fair's in July and August.  Michelle moved that
the board accept the proposed 2021 budget $350.00 for Street Fair(s), General
Meeting, National Night Out and $150.00 for Zoom/Website. Kim seconded, the motion
passed.

Zoom account: It was suggested that HAND set up its own Zoom account.  We used
SEUL’s until the staff member who facilitated it moved. Since, Linda has kindly offered
hers.  Charlene moved and Michael seconded the suggestion. The vote: 7 in favor, one
abstention. Chris and Michelle will work out the details.

Hawthorne Boulevard Business Association:  We discussed whether to continue our
ongoing $50 annual support of HBBA.  Linda Nettekoven agreed to represent us, as she
has other work with that group. Mark moved, Michael seconded the motion, which
passed unanimously.

Portland Bureau of Transportation: Chris began a conversation about whether we
want to have him write a letter to PBOT regarding the bike traffic crossing at Division
and 14th, the need for which is increasing as the new Gideon crossing gets more use.
We held a long discussion regarding safety of the illegal left turn, effects on and from
freight traffic, and general traffic competition among trains, cars, buses and bikes in that
area. Chris will continue his conversations and effort to get PBOT representatives at our
next meeting.

Support for Unhoused Neighbors: We discussed ways HAND could help. Chris asked
Charlene for any suggestions she might have. Among them was the possibility of
allocating resources for portable showers, that women on the street have few options,
and those that exist are difficult for some on the streets navigating the scant options.
Board members fear the resources needed would be financially prohibitive for HAND.
Chris or others will talk with Creston-Kenilworth about their efforts and needs. More
discussion will follow.



Avalon space: Michael reported that no investment by Community Gardens may be
forthcoming due to lack of sunlight.  One suggestion was moving access to the shady
side of the spot. A discussion regarding Avalon will continue at the next meeting.

Consent Agenda: Bruce moved to approve December and January executive board
minutes, November and January
board minutes and the November treasurer’s report. Mark seconded the motion, which
was approved with one abstention.

Chris adjourned the meeting at 9pm.

Kim took the minutes;



Hosford-Abernethy Neighborhood Association
Executive Committee, February 22, 2021

Attending:  Chris Eykamp, Mark Linehan, Jill Riebeshl, Michelle Sprague

We discussed possible agenda items for the March 16 HAND board meeting.
They include:

-- Report from a committee that meets monthly on how to improve ways Union
Pacific train movement effect Portland bus, truck and auto traffic.  The big problem at
this point in time is the hours-long blockages of SE 8th Ave.  The group includes
members of HAND, the Central Eastside Industrial District, railroad consultant Bill
Burgel and others.

-- Possible report from Tri-Met on the Division Transit Project's progress in our
neighborhood

-- Possible update on Avalon property
-- Possible update on the St. Philip Neri/Catholic Charities proposed low-cost

housing development
-- Possible update on siting of the city's red portable toilets
-- Share ideas resulting from the March 4 multi-NA Zoom meeting with City

Commissioner Jo Ann Hardesty, whose bureaus include Fire, Civic Life and
Transportation

-- Discuss ideas for the HAND general meeting

Please contact Chris if you have any further suggestions as well any neighborhood
problems you would like addressed at the meeting.


