
4/29/2021 Xfinity Connect News Release_ PBOT names Portland_s newest bike and pedestrian bridge the Bob Stacey Crossing, honoring a lifetim…

https://connect.xfinity.com/appsuite/v=7.10.3-14.20210421.063124/print.html?print_1619744941553 1/6

Portland Bureau of Transportation <pbot@public.govdelivery.com> 4/29/2021 2:12 PM

News Release: PBOT names Portland's newest bike and pedestrian
bridge the Bob Stacey Crossing, honoring a lifetime of service for a
more sustainable community
To sprague2890@comcast.net  

Introducing the Bob Stacey Crossing

Having trouble viewing this email? View it as a webpage

News media contact: 
Dylan Rivera 
503-577-7534 
dylan.rivera@portlandoregon.gov 
@pbotinfo

 

News Release: PBOT names Portland's newest bike
and pedestrian bridge the Bob Stacey Crossing,

honoring a lifetime of service for a more sustainable
community

 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA0MjkuMzk2ODk1NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2NvbnRlbnQuZ292ZGVsaXZlcnkuY29tL2FjY291bnRzL09SUE9SVExBTkQvYnVsbGV0aW5zLzJjZDAwYjgifQ.l2lifeiTcna7HGUJNMRAG_HRz1mdmXeTPenrtY-7As8/s/591281390/br/105623695261-l
mailto:dylan.rivera@portlandoregon.gov
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA0MjkuMzk2ODk1NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vd3d3LnR3aXR0ZXIuY29tL3Bib3RpbmZvP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSJ9.K3P1efPRUdnEbTiMqOFcfBE8LkPHcej2k69lIDEKkiI/s/591281390/br/105623695261-l


4/29/2021 Xfinity Connect News Release_ PBOT names Portland_s newest bike and pedestrian bridge the Bob Stacey Crossing, honoring a lifetim…

https://connect.xfinity.com/appsuite/v=7.10.3-14.20210421.063124/print.html?print_1619744941553 2/6

This image shows the plaque that was mounted to the Bob Stacey Crossing today, naming Portland's newest bike and
pedestrian bridge after a longtime local leader in sustainability and transportation planning.

(April 29, 2021) Today, the Portland Bureau of Transportation (PBOT) renamed
Portland's newest bicycle and pedestrian bridge after Metro Councilor Bob Stacey, for a
nearly half-century career making the Portland area a more sustainable region through
land use and transportation planning.

The bridge was built by TriMet just east of the Clinton St. / SE 12th Ave MAX Station,
crossing above the MAX Orange Line and the Union Pacific Railroad tracks. It was
opened in November, initially called the Gideon Overcrossing, referring to a nearby
street, and is owned and maintained by PBOT.

PBOT Director Chris Warner made the surprise announcement at a Metro Council
meeting that Stacey attended this afternoon, and unveiled a copy of the plaque that was
installed on the bridge today.

“It’s an honor to name Portland’s newest bike and pedestrian bridge for Councilor Bob
Stacey,” Warner said. “Bob has always understood that how we get from place to place
is critical to building a more sustainable, safer and more equitable community. Thanks to
his commitment to public service and his belief that there is always a better, fairer way to
do things, Bob has achieved what I think all of us in public life strive for: to create a
lasting legacy of helping our neighbors and improving our community.” 

“No one has been more deeply involved in shaping our quest for livability than Bob
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Stacey. For over 40 years, he has been
involved with nonprofit advocacy and in the city,
state, regional government and TriMet," said
U.S. Rep. Earl Blumenauer. "More recently, as
an elected official at Metro, he continues to
be a powerful voice of reason, inclusion and
principle. The ideal role model for citizens who
want to protect our future while managing the
present." 

“Bob has been a champion for the Oregon we
know and love today,” said Metro Council
President Lynn Peterson. “From fighting the
Rajneeshees’ abuse of Oregon’s land use
system in Wasco County, to protecting our
environment through modern development
rules in the Metro area, Bob has been a huge
part of Oregon’s history. This bridge, connecting a neighborhood he loves to a pioneering
mass transit system he helped develop, is a fitting recognition of his decades of service
to our region.”

“It’s been a privilege to have known Bob Stacey going back 3 decades," said Portland
Transportation Commissioner Jo Ann Hardesty. "Since we first got to know each other,
it’s been clear just how committed he is to good land use and transportation planning. I
can’t think of a more appropriate name for this pedestrian bridge than calling it Bob
Stacey Crossing to honor his legacy.” 

“Bob has always been a visionary, linking land use and transit,” said TriMet interim
General Manager Sam Desue, Jr. “Both during his tenure at TriMet and elsewhere, he
has been a strong advocate of TriMet and the work we do to provide safe and reliable
transit service throughout our community. He wholeheartedly supported and advocated
for the Portland-Milwaukie Light Rail Project.As TriMet built the new pedestrian bridge
using remaining project funds, we couldn’t envision a more fitting way to honor Bob’s
contribution to transit than to have his name on it.”

A Portland native, Stacey was a partner at Ball Janik LLP and has served as a senior
policy advisor to Gov. Barbara Roberts, a chief of staff to Congressman Blumenauer, and
executive director for policy and planning at TriMet. He has also served as Portland’s
planning director and as the executive director of 1000 Friends of Oregon, the nonprofit
founded in 1974 by Henry Richmond and Governor Tom McCall to support their vision of
Senate Bill 100 and our state’s iconic land use planning system. In this same McCall
spirit, on behalf of 1000 Friends, Stacey sued Metro to tighten restrictions on the region’s
urban growth boundary.
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At Metro, he remains passionate about building affordable housing in the region, the
efficient use of land and the protection of farms and forests, and investing in a robust
bicycle, pedestrian, and transit network throughout the region. He serves on the Metro
Policy Advisory Committee (MPAC), the region’s roundtable on land use and regional
issues, and liaises to Metro’s Transit Oriented Development steering committee and on
the HB 2017 Transit Advisory Committee. Stacey worked directly with staff, community 
partners, and local leaders to plan the region’s latest high-capacity transit lines—the 
Division Transit Project and Southwest Corridor light rail.  

Stacey has been a staunch advocate for more housing density and prioritizing affordable
housing near MAX stations. His most recent work is to help push the Portland metro
region to adopt congestion pricing, speaking the truth about induced demand on city
highways, lessons he has learned from watching cities like Atlanta, Houston, and Los
Angeles make poor choices.

Stacey graduated from Parkrose High School in East Portland, earned a bachelor's in
political science from Reed College in Southeast Portland and a law degree from the
University of Oregon. His senior thesis at Reed, titled "Governmental structure v.
environmental planning: Bonneville Power's hydro-thermal program," shows his early
interest in the role of government in making a more sustainable world.

He and his wife Adrienne share their Southeast Portland home with a daughter, son-in-
law, and two grandsons. 
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Photo by Caitlin Reff / Portland Bureau of Transportation.

About the Bob Stacey Crossing

The Bob Stacey Crossing, which opened Nov. 10, 2020, takes travelers from SE 14th
Avenue north of the tracks to SE 13th Place at Gideon Street, near the Clinton St / SE
12th Ave MAX Station, on the south side. The bridge provides a north-south connection
above busy MAX and Union Pacific freight rail lines.

The $15 million bridge was deferred during the development of the Portland-Milwaukie
Light Rail Project (which built the MAX Orange Line) in 2010. But with the strong support
of Stacey, PBOT, federal partners, and community members, TriMet successfully
secured approval from the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) to construct the bridge
using some of the remaining funds from the MAX project. 

The bridge includes a variety of new features intended to make it convenient and
comfortable for people using bicycles or mobility devices. The elevators are large
enough to accommodate bicycles with a trailer or child’s tag-along attachment. The
pass-through elevators allow people to enter on one side and exit on the other side,
avoiding the need to go backwards or turn around, with a mobility device or a large
bicycle. More details are available in a PBOT news release from opening day.

The Bob Stacey Crossing is owned, operated and maintained by PBOT.
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The Portland Bureau of Transportation (PBOT) is the steward of the city’s transportation
system and a community partner in shaping a livable city. We plan, build, manage, and

maintain an effective and safe transportation system that provides access and
mobility. portland.gov/transportation

The City of Portland complies with all non‐discrimination, Civil Rights laws including Civil Rights Title VI and
ADA Title II. To help ensure equal access to City programs, services and activities, the City of Portland will
reasonably modify policies/procedures and provide auxiliary aids/services to persons with disabilities. Call
503-823-5185, TTY 503-823-6868 or Oregon Relay Service: 711 with such requests, or
visit http://bit.ly/13EWaCg
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