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HOSFORD-ABERNETHY

NEIGHBORHOOD DISTRICT

October 23, 2023
To Portland Planning Commission

RE: Please do not to support the rollback of important housing regulations in Portland

Dear Commissioners,

We are writing to ask you not to support the temporary or permanent rollback of important housing
regulations in Portland. We generally support the proposals related to fencing and lighting, and the
temporary suspension of requirements to bring buildings up to code on large projects, but are asking
that you reject the remaining proposals.

We understand that there is a shortage of housing in Portland, but there is no evidence that these
proposals will increase housing production or reduce its cost. Instead, they seem like an ill-considered
grab bag of ideas aimed at showing that the city is doing something to address the crisis. Many of the
factors limiting housing development are outside the city’s control, and many of the ways we think the
city could help, such as streamlining permitting and reducing fees, are not included in this proposal.
Instead, this seems to be an attempt to force a false choice between housing production and
environmental protection.

HAND is not anti-development or anti-housing. We are continuing to work on and support several
housing initiatives in our neighborhood. We want more housing, but not at any cost. What is built
should reflect the values of Portlanders, and not undercut other goals we’ve set together as a city.

The Regulatory Relief proposal you are considering would suspend or permanently change a number
of important provisions. Specifically, HAND is concerned with reductions in required bike parking,
eco-roofs, bird-safe glazing, ground-floor height and use rules, facade articulation, and most
importantly, neighborhood contact requirements. These changes are being made in a rushed manner,
with much less community input than would normally accompany a proposal this significant.

e Neighborhood contact requirements: Having conversations with developers early in the
process is an important tool for communities to work together with project designers to create
the best project possible, both for the public and for future residents. Architects are not always
familiar with the full context of a building, and we have always found these conversations to be
constructive. The benefits of these meetings for communities that might have no other
opportunity for contact with project staff far outweigh the minimal expense they represent.
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e Bicycle parking: Proposed changes would make it more difficult for residents to use bicycles
for transportation, especially e-bikes/e-cargo-bikes that hold so much promise to displace car
trips. Providing storage for cargo bikes is especially important as these vehicles are large and
heavy, and are difficult to store in-unit. Relaxing these requirements will make it harder for
Portland to meet its ambitious mode share and climate goals.

e Bird safe glazing: In areas near the river, bird safe windows should continue to be required.
Too many birds are killed by crashing into buildings, a toll that is unnecessary. Rather than
rolling these important environmental protections back, we should be strengthening protections
that reduce our impact on the natural areas around us.

e Eco-roofs: Eco-roofs offer significant benefits, including capturing rainwater, reducing heat
islands, and making buildings more energy efficient. We might support relaxing these rules if
that were needed to make room for other important items such as roof-top solar, but simply
suspending the requirement without some other benefit is misguided.

e Loading zone requirements: The major streets in HAND and other inner-city neighborhoods
can be congested, and large residential developments need to provide room for vehicles to
make deliveries or pickup/drop off passengers without unduly blocking adjacent streets or bike
lanes. The safety of bicyclists is jeopardized when the bike lane is blocked by vehicles illegally
using the bike lane as a makeshift loading zone, and traffic backups from blocked lanes impact
everyone in a car or on a bus. Formal loading zones help reduce the problem.

e Facade articulation and ground floor height requirements: Good design is critical for
building vibrant neighborhoods. These requirements need not add significantly to the cost of
projects, but make new structures better for the community.

The Housing Regulatory Relief project contains many important and far reaching elements that will
affect the city’s ability to achieve its other goals, such as climate change mitigation, heat island
reduction, reaching bicycle mode share targets, and protection of migratory birds. While some of the
proposals are temporary (at least for now), the buildings that will be constructed in the next 5 years will
be with us for a century. The long-term costs of this proposal are certain, but the short-term gains are
speculative, and probably illusory.

Please do not endorse the majority of the items in this proposal. They will cause lasting harm with no
guarantee of short-term benefit, and are being rushed through with insufficient public input.

We can do better.

Thank you,

Chris Eykamp
Chair, Hosford-Abernethy Neighborhood District



